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Melissa Pavilack, a current P4 student, was recently recognized for the work she 
accomplished during her Drug Policy Development rotations precepted by Dr. Patrick 
Meek. Throughout the course of her rotations, Melissa participated in the analysis of 
commercial claims and encounters data using various 
statistical programming tools commonly used in health 
outcomes research (SAS, Stata).  She assisted with the 
evaluation of mesalamine adherence using pharmacy 
claims data and assessed healthcare utilization by 
patients with inflammatory bowel disease. Melissa’s 
primary project was to complete a systematic review of 
medication adherence research in inflammatory bowel 
disease.  

An abstract from her systematic review was accepted for 
presentation locally at the ACPHS Research Symposium 
and nationally at the Academy of Managed Care 
Pharmacy Annual Conference in San Diego, California. 
At the ACPHS Research Symposium, Melissa’s work was 
recognized for Outstanding Poster in the category of 
Communications, Health Outcomes, Pharmacy Practice 

and Public Health. Her abstract can be found in the Journal of Managed Care Pharmacy and 
the link is provided below. Melissa will be continuing to pursue her interests in health 
outcomes research post-graduation through at two-year Rutgers Pharmaceutical Industry 
Fellowship in Health Economics and Outcomes Research with AstraZeneca.  

http://www.amcpmeetings.org/pdf/2015PosterAbstracts.pdf 
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APPE Student Presents Research at National Meeting 

New Developments in ACPHS Experiential Education 

Beginning with the Class of 2016, the APPE hours will be expanded from 1440 hours (6 rotations per student) to 1680 
hours (7 rotations per student). The additional rotation is a Flexible Core rotation where the student may choose an 
additional ambulatory care, inpatient, or community APPE rotation.  The goal is to provide each student with more direct 
patient care experience as we strive to make each student practice ready! 

Beginning with the Class of 2017, the Patient Assessment IPPE rotation will be known as the Team-Based Care IPPE 
rotation.  The goal of this one week experience is to introduce the student to ambulatory care and the various roles of 
provider and staff.  This IPPE is considered to be an introduction to the Ambulatory Care APPE rotation.   

Beginning with the Class of 2018, the Public Health IPPE rotation will be known as the Health and Wellness IPPE 
rotation.  The goal of the Health and Wellness IPPE rotation is to expose our students to sites where the student will 
promote health improvement, wellness, disease prevention, and emergency preparedness. This will be achieved by 
applying population-specific data, quality assurance strategies, informatics, and research processes to identify and solve 
public health problems and develop public health policy as an essential component of pharmacy practice and care. 



Preceptor Honored at National Meeting 

Maria Young, sole proprietor of University Pharmacy in Detroit, MI, was 
honored as an APhA Immunization Champion with an Honorable Mention in 
the Individual Practitioner category at the APhA Annual Meeting this March in 
San Diego, CA. She reaches 8,000 people annually, providing adult 
immunizations in collaboration with a network of medical offices providing 
primary care services. Maria also partners with other health care professionals in 
employee wellness programs, including Wellness Warriors, which is a health 
promotion and disease prevention program offered to Wayne State University 
employees and their families.  

Despite her busy schedule, Maria finds time to act as a preceptor to Albany 
College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences students in her Immunization and 
Wellness Warrior rotations. Her enthusiasm for her students — “Without them, there is no me!” — is reciprocated by the 
students. In the words of one student, “[She] encouraged me to expand my horizon and think out of the box as to what more 
a pharmacist can do.” In addition to the APPE rotations, Maria is now taking on the IPPE Community rotation, a perfect 
introduction to the roles a community pharmacist can play in the community. 

Congratulations, Maria, on a well-deserved achievement! 

Maria Young and Sandy Rosa 

Welcome Debra Feinberg, JD, BS, RPh 
New Experiential Education Coordinator Assessment/Portfolio 

We are pleased to announce that Debra Feinberg, JD, BS, RPh has joined the 
Experiential Education (EE) Division at ACPHS. She will be overseeing student 
assessment and student portfolios for the IPPE and APPE rotations in addition to 
acting as the Course Coordinator for the IPPE Health and Wellness rotation. 

Deb is currently an Associate Professor in the Department of Pharmacy Practice.  She 
has been teaching Jurisprudence for 15 years focusing on Federal and NY Law.  This 
year she also took on the task of teaching the Vermont Jurisprudence course.  Prior to 
joining the EE Division, Deb was the Executive Director of the New York State Council 
of Health-system Pharmacists for 15 years, precepting students from ACPHS, St. John’s 
University, and Midwestern University in an elective rotation in association 
management at this site.  Deb is a graduate of Albany College of Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences and Albany Law School and is a Fellow of the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists. Please feel free to 
contact her at 518-694-7892 or Debra.Feinberg@acphs.edu. Her office is located in the Dean’s Suite (Room  OB113A).  

Elective Course Teaches Students about Opportunities for  
Pharmacists in the Pharmaceutical Industry 

A new three (3) credit professional elective has been developed at the College entitled “Pharmaceutical Industry- the Pharmacist’s 
Role.”  The first offering of the course was attended by 30 students in the fall semester 2014.  The goal of the course is to teach 
the students about potential career opportunities in the pharmaceutical industry.    The course is team taught by a group of 22 
Industry experts from Boehringer Ingelheim (BI)   and is coordinated by Teresa Lubowski, Pharm.D., Assistant Director of 
Experiential Education.   The course topics include a snapshot of the pharmacist’s role in research and development, clinical 
pharmacology, medical affairs, regulatory, marketing, sales, pharmacy and distribution, and ethical decision making.   The expert 
faculty provide the students with a review of their current work as well as a summary/details of their particular career paths.   The 
course is offered to students at both the Albany and Vermont campuses. The students participate in a weekly blogging exercise, 
individual project and exams as the learning assessment.   This course provides the students with an excellent overview of the 
pharmaceutical industry to help guide their plans related to pharmaceutical industry fellowship opportunities and APPE elective 
selections.   



 

In an effort to provide our students with more real life scenarios, we are reaching out to you, our preceptors, for your assis-
tance.   

Does your pharmacy publish a list of Sound Alike - Look Alike Medications?   

Does your pharmacy publish a report on errors and omissions? 

If so, are you willing to share these reports with ACPHS so that we can use them as a learning tool for the students?  There is 
tremendous value to exposing the students to real life instances of errors and omissions and sound alike - look alike medica-
tions.  Have you submitted a concern to ISMP Medication Safety Alert (http://www.ismp.org) over an error that unexpected-
ly occurred in your pharmacy?  The students are now receiving the ISMP Medication Safety Alert but we would like to hear 
from you.  Please send nonproprietary information to Debra.Feinberg@acphs.edu.  THANK YOU! 
 

I would like to thank Pi Amin for sharing his Pharmacy’s Look Alike-Sound Alike Medications Document.  Did you find any 
errors and ommissions in this article?  See how easy it is? 

Help us to make all Student Pharmacist Practice Ready! 

 
 

 

2014 Preceptor Recognition Awards 

Errors and Ommissions: Sound Alike - Look Alike 

At the 2014 “Senior Salute” ceremonies in Albany and Vermont, the Division of Experiential Education recognized three 
preceptors, as nominated by IPPE and APPE students, for their outstanding contributions during the 2013-14 rotation year.  
An additional  Experiential Director’s Award was also given out to three preceptors selected by the Division of Experiential 
Education.  Congratulations and thank you to the 2014 award winners! 

NY Preceptor of the Year Award 2014:  Amit Pai, Pharm.D., Associate 
Professor of Pharmacy, ACPHS, Albany, NY 

After completing his pharmacy education and postgraduate training 
programs, Dr. Amit Pai has enjoyed many successful years in academic 
pharmacy, first at the University of New Mexico, and more recently, here 
at ACPHS.  Dr. Pai offers both an elective research and an antimicrobial 
monitoring inpatient APPE rotation at Albany Medical Center Hospital.   

“I learned a lot from Dr. Pai regarding pharmacy and life in general. He is a great 
role model on what a preceptor such be.” 

NY Distinguished Preceptor 2014:  Jessica F. Farrell, Pharm.D.  
(ACPHS ’07), Assistant Professor, ACPHS, Albany, NY 

Dr. Farrell is an ’07 ACPHS alum and has served on our faculty since 
2008.  Dr. Farrell offers a high quality ambulatory care APPE rotation at her practice site at the Center for Rheumatology in 
Albany.  Her students provide high accolades for Dr. Farrell.  

NY Experiential Education Director’s Award 2014:  David B. Coriale, Pharm.D. (ACPHS ’97 and ’04), St. Elizabeth’s 
Medical Center (SEMC), Utica, NY 

Dr. Coriale is a B.S. and Pharm.D. graduate of ACPHS, and has served as a preceptor for institutional, inpatient, 
ambulatory care, and critical care APPEs and institutional IPPEs for over a decade. He recently facilitated the establishment 
of patient assessment IPPEs at SEMC.  Not only does Dr. Coriale precept and offer a broad array of high quality educational 
opportunities for our students, he continues in his volunteer role to precept large numbers of ACPHS students, often at a 
moment’s notice.  ACPHS and the Experiential Education Division are grateful to have such a loyal and dedicated preceptor 
in Dr. David Coriale. We thank him for his many contributions; he is truly deserving of  the EE Director’s Award. 

(Continued on Page 4) 

Laurie Briceland, Amit Pai, Teresa Lubowski 
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2014 Preceptor Recognition Awards (continued) 

Vermont Distinguished Preceptor 2014:  Rick Hogle, BS, RPh Owner Fairfax Pharmacy, Fairfax, VT 

Rick Hogle, BS, RPh., received the award for Distinguished Preceptor of the Year, presented on behalf of the Division by 
Vermont Coordinator, Sandy Rosa. Rick, owner of Fairfax Pharmacy in Fairfax, VT, has been a preceptor for the APPE 
Community rotation since 2010 and, as an independent pharmacy owner, has given the students a unique perspective on 
pharmacy practice in today’s evolving profession. Congratulations, Rick! 

Vermont Experiential Education Director’s Award 2014:  Roseanne Cohen BS, 
RPh, and Kelli Mazzella (Rothenberger), Pharm.D. (ACPHS ’08) University of 
Vermont Medical Center, Burlington, VT 

That same evening, the Experiential Education Director’s Award was presented to 
Roseanne Cohen, BS, RPh, and Kelli (Rothenberger) Mazzella, Pharm.D., 
(ACPHS’ 08) both of the University of Vermont Medical Center (formerly 
Fletcher Allen). Roseanne and Kelli are preceptors for both the IPPE Institutional 
and APPE Institutional and Inpatient rotations and coordinate all our student 
rotations throughout the UVMMC system. They have been instrumental in 
revising the IPPE workbook, organizing preceptor development opportunities for 
their hospital colleagues, coordinating a wide range of student activities for their 
rotations, and offering valuable insight on the Experiential Education Advisory 
Panel (EEAP). All of this is done with a smile and a genuine interest in making 
students “practice ready.” Congratulations ladies! 

Kelli (Rothenberger) Mazzella,  
Sandy Rosa, and Roseanne Cohen  

Do you have a rotation news story to contribute to the  

Experiential Express? 

Write a brief description of your student project and email it to  
ACPHS Experiential Education Division at experientialed@acphs.edu. 


